The view to the upstairs bedroom
which extends outto o private
balcony designed to breathe in
views of the valley beyond,

[.evel Best

The dynamic City Beach home, complete with a rool bar,
is high on stvle and big on entertainment.
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s Humphrey Homes in-house architect Helen
Marchesani put pencil 1o paper 1o design s
sprawling City Beach home, her client delivered
the ultimate challenge: "We want o live like we

Besponding with a minimal yet sumptuous design,
Focusing on materiality, hunctionality, and sweeping ocean
views, the archiiect s it is not a typical white and bright
beach house. "We designed this home like an international
howel with a rooftop bar, swimming pool. fire pit, luxurious
master suite, and spaces that flow from inside o o for
entertaiming,” she savs. "It is a home with evervthing the
Family needs - and more.”

But the property isn't just about fun and luxury. The
couple has grown children and wanted a home that could
e a vibrant, sociable space where the whole Family could
gather, vet be intimate for two onee their visitors had left,

Built on a sloping site on one of City Beachs highest
peaks, the three-level home finds an integration and
balance between the indoors and fts coastal location.
The Tower level includes a garage, gym, storage and Lift
the main entranee is on the next level, aceessed via large
terrace steps interspersed with zen-like water features, It
shares family-centric spaces (the kitchen, living arca and
dining room), a master suite, guest bedroom, study and
theatre. Above is a bedroom wing for the couple's family,
and the cherry on op - a :-I'ml'l\']ihﬂ rooftop bar taking in
panoramic water views,

From the street, the modernist home appears as aserics
of stacked modules atop a stone-clad base tied together by
a sinuous white rendered ribbon. Its dramatic gestures
are tempered by greenery that, in time, will merge with
the surrounding treetops. Timber-lined caves wrap the
exterior and comtinue inside.

"Wherever you see timber, it is conneeting vou from
the owside 1o the interiors,” says Helen, "The porches
and terraces are imber-lined on the inside, and we have
dragged that timber all the way through o the ceilings
inside.”

Blackwood panclling forms the home's contral spine,
from the passageway off the main entry to the main living
arca. Hidden within the panelling is a series of cleverly
concealed doors leading tw a powder room, lift, and laundry,
"Its @ seamless architeetural feature that requines a huge
amount of planning, detailing and crafismanship,” says
Humphrey Homes owner and director Dean Humphrey,
“These are the details we like o include that make every
one of our homes bespoke,”

Dean is passionate about the polished conerete
floors that flow throughout the home, "1 have carried o
extensive rescarch in America 1o learn a more in-depth
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b savs, "This home has the highest standard of concrete
flooring and hvdronic underiloor heating, making it cosy
in winter.”

The entire house, including the kitchen, living and
dining areas, features lloor-two-ceiling double  glazing,
allowing the clevated ocean view 1o be its backdrop. "We've
implemented airtight principles. and combined with the
double glazing it makes it casy o stahilise and control
the indoor wemperature. It also makes it a very guiet and
comfortable home,” savs De;

The kitchen features vertical black timber panclling,
Tuscan oak cabinetry and walnut-stained timber-lined
ceilings. Dolomite stone-covered benchtops, island and
splashback mesh with cabinetry that hides appliances,
including double fridges, a § o and a wine fridge. In
the scullery is a large pantry with pocket doors, two
dishwashers and another refrigerator. The dining and
living arca bound a pool terrace, blurring the lines indoors
and out. An adjustable Touvred pergola wraps around the
back of the home and conirols light levels de.

The master bedroom, wicked away on the ground level,
overlooks the garden and pool area and captures morning
views over the ocean. A beatiful dark, timber-lined wall
frames the bed. lis sid ledge and  custom-made
bedhead provide high-end hotel vibes.

“To remain true o the home's architecture, it was »
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e important 1o keep the interiors clean and contemporary,”
says Humphrey Homes in-house interior designer Katie
Bossong, The materials are minimal, modern and timeless

The front of the home appears

50 a lovely balanee between them creates a w as stacked modules, grounded
welcoming Feeling.” by o stone-clad base which is
Case in point: the suitd's boutique-like dressing room, saftened with greenery.

Tuscan oak vencer hides spacious Hoor-to-ceiling storage
alongside a sumptuous central island packed with more
, Adiacent, a herringbone tile-lined ensuite includes
miding bathtub overfooking a courtvard garden, a
watlk-in shower room, and twin vanities.

A comfortable home relies on clever indoor-outdoor
connections, so retractable foor-to-ceiling glass doors
allow the living area w low seamlessly into the oudoor
terrace, Here, st the rear of the home, Helen designed two
levels. placing the rooms wgether ina way that achieves
the best aspeets and views,

"This whole scetion is a machine that controls its
environment.” she says. "The ouwdoor living  arcas,
including deep verandas and porches, are tucked away,
4:mi louw Fos profect [hcln from 1]IL‘ \\'iml .'1|11| 1|'.=; western
sun while allowing them to take in the view.”

The alfresco area includes a fully equipped kitchen
with an integrated barbecue and fridge, and a dmber
lined ceiling cmbedded with heating and music syvstems.
A pergola wraps around the back of the home, providing
extra shading in summer, Alongside the adjacent pool
and spa, a sunken fire pit and conversation area allow the
Tamily w sit beneath water height so they feel as if they
are surrounded by water while being warmed by the fire,
Two bar seats are buill imo the pool. allowing for casy
conversation across all arcas, and the pool is htted with a
glass viewing window o enhance the connection between
fire and water.
his space is clever because no matter what you are
doing, vou are connected to evervone around vou,” savs
Katie, Nearby, along the south side of the residence, is a
three-hole putting green, and an outdoor shower is setino
a stome-clad wall - perfeet for rinsing off after a morning
at the beach.

On the wp Moor, each bedroom has its own ensuite
and a private balcony or an ocean view. While ev }
room boasts an outlook, the reoftop bar claims the best

an uninterrupied view of the Indian Ocean. Itis wow
factor also comes in the form of custom navy-blue timber
panclling, striking stone countertops, delicate bands of
copper, and smoked glass that captures the glow of the
setting sun.

“lis the owners Tavourite space,” says Katie, who looked
1w classic whisky bars for inspiration while ensuring its
design was cohesive with the rest of the house,

For a home with it all, its generous spaces and clever
design still allew it to feel warm and intimate. "Itis a home
soms.” agrees the designer. "I0s sophisticated and
adaptable and has evervihing they could ever need for
entertaining - but most importantly, its for family.” B

for all se
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cppose The study is visible
from the home's entry through
a 3m=tall custorn pivet door
crafted from Accoya timber
with a rich walnut stain ond a
handle from Architectural Door
Hardware. The black bench
seat i from GlobeWest,

ricHT Al the top of the staircase
is alight fitting by David
Trubridge and artwerk by
landscape photegraphar
Christian Flatcher. The black
fimber paneling conceals
utilities, including a ift, powder

room-and loundry.
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L& The island beneh is in Superwhita
Dalomite by CDE, and the integrated fridge
wall is clad in Tuscan Cak paneliing. The
tapware is by Zip Water, the kilchen stoels
are from GlobeWest, and the vase and
vessels from a selection ot Granite Lana,

prow. Polished concrete floors flow from the
kitehen into a tucked -awey scullery.
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The informal lounge is made
eomfy with a modular King
Living sefa, French-style-inspired
chairs by Coco Republic, and
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eF1 A characterful tweed-covered
occasional chair bathed in sunlight
in thee master suite.

oepoane The custom bed with
uphiclstered bedhead, inky black
cladding and recess moke the
master bedroom fesl ke a hotel
suite. The bedside table is by
Grozio&Co from Loam, and the
pendant light above it is a great
find from Beacon Lighting,
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oepoare Luxurious pendant lighting, cabinetry crafted in Tuscan Oak, and matte platinum white
porcelain benchtops make the bathroom o sumptucus space, The tapware is by Phoenix,

spove Waall-to-wall eabinetry wrapped in Evenex Tuscan Oak veneer makes the walk-in robe
feal extra luwurious. The central pendant lights are by Lightingales Lighting Store.
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rere The upstairs bar
fekes in uninterrupted
ocean viegws. The bar
table and steels are by
King Living.

opscene. The rooflop

bar revolves around a
curvaceous bar clad in
2PAC cabinetry with a
stone benchtop by COK
Stone. The bar stools are
from GlobeWest, and
the custom ceiling lights
from HS Reflections.
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LeFr A fully equipped outdeer kilchen is
accomnpanied by fimber furnishings
from Eco Cutdeor that provide planty
of space for family and friends,

soow. Finch Fraeform stone walling
from Eco Outdoors adds o rustic feel
to the outdoor shower area.
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The rear of the home features

@ wraparound pergoka with
operable roof louvres forsun
control A sunken firepit adjoins
the glass-walled swimming pocl,




