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  TAMRA CARR

Features traditionally exclusive 
to multi-million dollar homes 
have become increasingly 
popular among people with 
smaller budgets, according to 
a local builder, with more and 
more Perth houses containing 
luxuries such as wine cellars 
and elevators.

According to Brian Burke Homes 
Group Managing Director Mike 
Burke, premium features including 
underfloor heating, double-glazed 
windows, commercial grade 
kitchens, ducted vacuums and step-
free flooring are becoming more 
prevalent in the $750,000 to $1.5 
million price range than in years 
gone by.

Mr Burke said he had noticed an 
increase in the demand for luxury 
elements in homes within this price 
range since his business launched 
its Refined Edge brand in 2015, 
catering to people looking to spend 
under $2 million on building a 
house.

He said lavish additions had not 
necessarily become less costly to 
include, but many buyers were 
beginning to prioritise them over 

space-heavy houses to make their 
home lives more comfortable and 
convenient.

“Of course, advances in technology 
help to reduce prices, but the focus 
is more on people wanting homes 
that are designed to suit their 
lifestyle,” he said.

“When you have a flexible design 
and can cut back on things like 
floor size, you can put money 
towards things like ducted 
vacuuming to make cleaning easier.

“You also have lifts becoming more 
prevalent as people, particularly if 
they have a home with a view, want 
an upside-down home where the 
living area is upstairs.

“A lift makes it easier for people to 
carry the shopping up and not have 
to worry about stairs, for instance.

“Buyers are also after homes 
that don’t have steps when you 
transition from the inside to the 
outside, which a lot of our older 
clients prefer.

“A lot of engineering goes into 
homes without steps because you 
have to make sure there’s drainage 
under the door. It’s a lot of work.”

Mr Burke said while a lot of these 

elements were traditionally 
considered luxuries, more people 
were beginning to think of them as 
necessities, making them less of a 
wish-list item and more of a must-
have.

He said he felt higher consumer 
demand and more suppliers 
entering the home construction 

market had also contributed 
to making desirable features 
affordable to an even wider 
demographic.
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Advances in technology help to  
reduce prices, but the focus is more  
on people wanting homes that are  

designed to suit their lifestyle.

  BEN ASHLEY

This custom built forever home 
by Humphrey Homes marries 
clean, pared-back, understated 
living with a strikingly modern 
aesthetic.

Humphrey Homes Owner Dean 
Humphrey said the South Perth 
residence needed to provide its 
owners with an effortless lifestyle, 
one which prioritised functionality 
and entertainment.

“The contemporary three-bedroom, 
two-bathroom home, cubic in its 
form with a distinct character 
and bold aesthetics, is perfectly 
representative of how this couple 
like to live,” he said.

While the mature-aged couple 
wanted to downsize, they did 
not want to downgrade, and 
Mr Humphrey said the home 
showcased how to live large on a 
smaller lot.

“The brief called for clever zonings 
and a sense of space and light that 
belied its compact 12m-wide block,” 
he said. “The clients are protective 
of their privacy, but at the same 
time they did not want to feel 
boxed in.

“This was achieved by delivering 
a liveable, light and bright home 
that uses the courtyard to provide 
every room with a connection to 
the outdoors.”

Day-to-day, homeowners Rob and 
Kathy said they wanted to reside 
entirely downstairs.

“We built a downsizer specifically 
for us in that we wanted our entire 
living area, including the master 
bedroom, on the ground level,” they 
said.

Mr Humphrey said through 
a flexible design, the home 
allowed for ancillary upstairs 
accommodation.

“Taking the design over two levels 
was a purposeful consideration 
on zoning and functionality, so 
that there are dedicated spaces 
for everyday living and private 
retreats,” he said.

Mr Humphrey said designing the 
two-storey residence responsively 
to the block was key. This allowed 
the generous northern light to 
penetrate through strategically 
positioned windows and 
breezeways to respect solar-passive 
principles. 

“A dramatic entrance hall with 
an open stairwell is a welcoming 
feature, and a decision was made to 
include a lift for added liveability, 
particularly as the clients age,” Mr 
Humphrey said.

“Because the home merges solar 
access and ventilation, it connects 
to the outdoors with courtyards 
for year-round alfresco living, 
delivering a permanent sense of 
relaxation.”

While the home is simple in 
concept, Rob and Kathy sought a 
strong and dramatic presence.

“Although a relatively small home, 
there is a level of detail that 
required careful consideration in 
design and supervision,” they said.

The texture of rammed concrete 
was used on the front elevation for 
a raw and robust finish, paired with 
a bespoke wall made from cedar 
batons. This elevation cocoons 
the study at the front of the home 
and insulates via excellent thermal 
properties.

Sustainability was further 
incorporated through the 
orientation of the build, speaking 
to solar-passive principles via 
northern light and ventilation. 
Behind the elevation, the windows 
open inwards, allowing light and 
breezes to be drawn inside while 
maintaining privacy from the street 
– a popular feature across Europe. 

Mr Humphrey said the interior 
design became more relaxed and 
calming as you moved through the 
dwelling.

“The home is built for entertaining 
around the rear courtyard and 
free-form living that connects the 
kitchen to the main living zones,” 
he said.

“A sense of space is exaggerated, 
with almost 3m-high ceilings 
and stacker doors opening to the 
courtyard without a central corner 
column. A flush internal and 
external floor surface with recessed 
door sills allows seamless indoor-
outdoor living.

“It is a home built for today, but will 
grow and evolve with this couple 
over time as their needs change.”

CONTACT 
Humphrey Homes, 9284 5444 
www.humphreyhomes.com.au


