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Embodying the shapes of the sea

O ANTHONY MATTED

Revelling in its coastal
proximity, this custom build

by Humphrey Homes in
Swanbourne is a stunning

enclave embracing understated
laxury.

From the moment you lay eyes on

the home, 1ts strong nautical and
acean-inspired theme 1s evident.

“The subtle curve of the entry wall

and the winged walls that flank the
home echo the shape of forming

waves,” Humphrey Homes Owner
and Director Dean Humphrey sald.

“The cantilevered roof terrace

shades the ground floor while
visually framing the second floor.

“The white spiral staircase visible
an the second-floor roof terrace

evokes the cross-section of a

nautilus shell and adds a sculptural
element to the front elevatdon.”

The block, which is located 1n a

bullt-up area, required special
considerations to lncrease privacy
while capturing everything the

coastal setilng had to offer.

“Ag the block is In an established
area and flanked by existing homes
an elther side, It has limited

opportunites for views,” Humphrey
Homes Architect Helen Marchesanl

gald. “We deliberately walled off
the home to the west to protect it
from the harsh summer sun, used

Hi-Lite windows (o welcome the
gouth-westerly breeze and used the

narth-facing aspect to connect to
the view.”

The lot's shape and size also
Impacted the design.

“The bleck has a 10.85m frontage,
tapering to 9.6m at the rear,” Mr

Humphrey said.

"Due to lts compact size, conical
shape and belng hemmed in by
double-storey homes on three sides,
the owner was previously told it was
unbulldable however, In response to

the site, the architecture tapers to
mirrar the block

"Four winged walls, which look like
gills, run along both sldes of the
home while slot windows create

viewing vignettes, framing the
ocean views.”

Arguably one of the abode’s most
giriking features, Mr Humphrey
gald the rooftop space presented an
oppoartunity for the homeowner to

kickback and enjoy uninterrupted
views of Rottnest Island.

“At the survey stage, a drone was
gent up to map sightlines and [t
revealed that, at roof level, west-
facing views to Rottnest [sland were




possible across the neighbouring
homes, so the decislon was made to
Incorporate a rooftop terrace — or,
A% the owner has christened it, a
champagne deck.” he sald.

Flipping the traditional floor plan,
Mr Humphrey sald the malin living
area was on the second floor.

"As the kitchen, lving and dining
areas are where people spend most of
thelr time, it was loglcal to position
them to enjoy the best views," he
gald. "On the second level, a full
appreciatien of the view awakens

— framed beneath a 4.5m cathedral
celling with complete glass frontage.

“The living area flows (o a
cantilevered cutdoor terrace, which

allows the owner to enjoy the
outdoors while still being protected
from the sun and wind.”

Sltuated on the ground floor, the
master bedreoom continues the
curves of the front entry wall,
which acts as a spine running the
length of the master sulte.

“In the ensulte bathroom, it infarms
the fluid lines of the polished
plaster wall screening the shower
from the vanity,” Mr Humphrey
gald. "Beyond the ensuite lies an
open-plan dressing room and a
separate powder room.

"The arrangement of this suite
affords the owner privacy from the
gtreet while opening up the bedroom
ta the breathtaking ocean aspect.”
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